AOF Board Meeting, Sunday, April 19th. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:50.   
Present:  D. Knutson, M. Futrell, T. Nicolette, D. Smith, J. Stanley.   

1.  Agenda 
2.  March minutes: approved with one change on item 9. 
3.  Treasurer’s Report:    Report moved, seconded, approved. 
It was noted that we did not have to pay room rental for April, just squeaking by the 30-day notice requirement for cancellation. 

4.  Flying Spaghetti Monster Party:  Don reported that there was a good-sized crowd.  Some discussion of whether current news events mean that “piracy is no fun anymore.” J 
Tom observed that AOF attendees stuck together rather than mingling with others. 
Although FPMP pre-empted our April meeting (by a coincidence of dates), we did have announcements of the AAI convention, the highway clean-up, and Freethought Day.   

5.  Reports 
Mynga reported that AAI is under financial stress and hopes that the convention will bring an infusion of money.  AAI wants to see our by-laws.  Debora said the by-law committee will meet in May or June to update these. 

6.  Davis Dinner:  This is sponsored by Davis Community Meals, a nonprofit organization.  There was discussion of whether it would be feasible to establish a similar project in Sacramento, and where such dinners could be held (particularly a challenge to avoid any religious connection). 

7.  Highway cleanup:  Don reported that five people joined in on April 18th, but the weeds had grown so high they hid the trash(!).  Don will contact Caltrans about cutting the weeds. 

8.  Social activities:  Suzanne has scheduled a dinner social for May 7th at Celestine’s. 

9.  Upcoming General Meeting Programs:  In May Rob Power will talk about GLBT issues.  Brian Jones is the contact person.   
Summer speaker suggestions include: 
- Buzz Fusoni, CSUS professor, on US-Iran relations 
- Richard Carrier, Internet Infidels author who has spoken to AOF before 
- Emily Levine, who does science-related comedy 
Our traditional “Sizzler” is planned for August, with prizes for winners of the best 2-minute and 5-minute speeches. 

There was discussion of having a $500 slush fund to pay for things like transportation for speakers, and prizes.  This could be renewed yearly.  It would give the program committee some freedom in planning. 

10.  Newsletter and Website:  The new committee structure should be emailed to Kevin so he can put it into the newsletter.   We need to find out if Robert Poeschel is going to work on our website.  For the newsletter, Brian will write about the speaker.  The Education and Activities Committee will list opportunities for service and solicit ideas.  Deb will ask Brian to put out a report on the FSMP.   

11.  Committee chair reports:   
Publicity:  Brian will send Carla Corbett and Kevin the announcement of the program; Mynga will send it to the Bee and SNR as a press release. 
Discussion of writing “letters to the editor.” 
Incoming letters about AOF go to Bev. 
Incoming phone calls reach Mynga.  As we make no outgoing toll calls, Mynga will check to be sure we get the lowest rates. 

“Meeting Matters” committee:  Tom explained the need for a Greeter and a Set-up Person.   

Tom would like to go out and inventory all meeting related equipment and items in people's homes garages etc. for inventory and to know where everything is. 
  Although Betty S. used to set out reusable name tags, Tom now prints out the disposable type. 

Each committee chair must submit a list of committee members to the Board.  However, the newsletter will list only the committee chairs’ names. 

Debora is making a list of speakers at past meetings, and will seek old newsletters in order to obtain historical information. 

12.  Billboard:  We need to hold off on billboard decisions until our website is more functional (Mynga). 

13.  Prison ministries update:  Don said that inmates need freethought literature to maintain their contact with reality.  Mynga reported that Alice takes the materials that Tom sends her on to prisons but after redaction (editing out our personal information).  There was a long discussion about what material should be sent to prisons. 

14.  Member/Client Database:  Not all had had a chance to look at Ken’s database.  It requires that one have Access, and members may need to be shown how to use it.  Some felt that an Excel membership list is easier to use. 

15.  Maturing of Wachovia CD:  Discussion of whether to place the CD in a Value Fund or a credit union money market account.  Don favored the latter, as it keeps the money local and we can get a better rate. 

16 (websmaster compensation) and 17 (gift book inventory) were not discussed at this time. 

18.  “Greeting Ministry”:  Further discussion of how to greet and welcome visitors at meetings, especially given the short time before and after each AOF meeting for socializing.  It may be better to be sure to formally announce the restaurant get-together and have only beverages at the meeting, without snacks.  Another suggestion was to have a members-meeting first, with refreshments, and then the public event; a problem with this is the time constraint and having only the one room.   

19.  Discussion of whether to replace a resigned Board member or not. 

The meeting was adjourned at noon. 

Jillian Stanley 

