AOF Board Meeting, January 18, 2009 was held at Bev Church’s 
house.  After certain delays, the meeting began at 10:00 
a.m.  Present:  Beverly Church, Mynga Futrell, Tom Nicolette, 
Ken Nahigian, Don Knutson, Steve Campbell, Jillian Stanley.   

1.  Announcements & Agenda changes.   

Strategic Plan was added as item 13.1. 

Ken sent a card to the author who sent us a book entitled 
“Conversations with Atheists by a Christian.”  Bev will put the 
book in our library. 

2.  Secretary.  It was nominated (Bev), seconded (Steve) and approved that Jillian should serve as secretary.   

3.  December minutes.  It was decided that in Kevin’s absence, the December board minutes would be approved later. 

4.  Treasury report.  Ken handed out copies of the Treasury Report and this was discussed. 

5.  Jan. meeting.  Attendance at January’s AOF meeting was 35. 

How to prevent disturbances during presentations in the future was 
discussed.  Presenters should wait until the end of their speech 
to entertain questions. 

Steve mentioned a book called “Tenets of Proper Criticism” by Ray 
Hyman, founder of the Skeptics’ Workshop, and pointed out that we 
cannot assume that all atheists are “left-wing liberals.”  It was 
agreed that “civil discussion” is a lost skill. 

6.  Reports 

a.  AHA/HAGSA (Bev).  Newdow’s suit:  Court decreed “no 
standing” because “no injury.”  The attorney generals of all fifty 
states filed amicus briefs.  There was a long article in the New 
York Times of January 18th. 

Bus ads, like those used in Spain and Britain, were discussed. 

b.  AAI (Mynga).  AAI co-signed a statement urging President 
Obama to decline to be the honorary head of the Boy Scouts.  AAI 
has a new monthly email and Mynga will forward relevant sections. 

  

7.  Davis Dinner.  Mynga asked for a back-up for the Davis 
meals and Tom volunteered to lead the March one.  The next after 
that is June. 

8.  Highway Cleanup.  Don mentioned that more “AOF Helper” 
buttons are needed.   Bev will make more.  Highway 
cleanup has been suspended for the season.  The Legislature 
mandates certain types of vests (made in China!) and we are awaiting 
more. 

9.  No one present had attended Movie Night, and the Social Night 
suffered from being held on New Year’s Day.  Steve will write a 
note to Suzanne in appreciation of her efforts in organizing this. 

10.  Upcoming programs and events. 

Darwin Day.  Discussion centered on reaching out to the scientific 
and educational community, on what tables will be there and what things 
can be sold.  Debora will be contacting the zoo and museums.  
Steve will have a Skeptics table; Ken will have the AOF table of bumper 
stickers, etc.; Bev & FTD will arrange for “evolving fish” items; 
Tom will staff an AOF info table.  Steve will talk to the 
astronomy club about participating.  Mynga makes sure that college 
and high school science departments receive information.  Don 
promotes the event among local vegetarians and is looking for a vegan 
birthday cake. 

Bev asked Mike Newdow (during the meeting!) to speak at the March AOF meeting and he agreed.   

Mynga suggested having a planning committee that would find speakers, such as professors with particular expertise. 

11.  Next newsletter will include the annual report. Darwin Day 
information, and profile of a new Board member.  (Ken will ask 
Rena)  Newsletter deadline is Jan. 21st. 

12.  Committee Chair Report 

Each board member should be chair/coordinator for a team or committee-- 
recruit members and oversee.  See detailed outline draft including 
Programs and Events, Social Activities, Membership, Friendship, and 
Outreach/Recruitment.  The latter should include a news team, 
newsletter editor, postmaster, webmaster, and 
ombudsman.    We should send Bev our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
choices by Jan. 25th.   

13.  Billboard update:  The Freedom From Religion Foundation 
will be on Folsom west of Jackson.  Some visibility difficulties 
were discussed. 

13.1  Strategic Plan 

Items remaining from Dec. include By-laws chair, publicity chair, etc.   

Acquiring more young members would come under Membership 
Outreach.  Steve commented that younger people like those in the 
Meetup group would be interested perhaps in activities such as the 
highway cleanup, Davis meals.  Bev suggested board meetings could 
be attended by a nonvoting board member.  A suggestion was that 
our Social Activity Team could liaison with SacAtheists etc.   

14.  Renewal Apps. 

Discussion about whether to offer a discount for multi-year 
renewals.  Re-programming PayPal for online renewals would not be 
worth it, with only 150 members. 

Mynga will send original form to Ken to print some updated forms. 

15.  Volunteers needed for various positions.  See list. 

16.  Public Access to website.  Who would be in charge? 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Jillian Stanley, secretary. 
