AOF Board Meeting.  September 20, 2009

Present:  Bev Church, Don Knutson, Ken Nahigian, Mynga Futtrell, Jillian Stanley, Dave Flanders, Debora Smith.

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.  
0.  Announcements and new business.  The Board welcomed new member Dave Flanders.  
1.  Changes to agenda: none.
2.  August minutes were approved.  Secretary was advised to maintain a notebook containing all Board minutes; this is necessary for our non-profit status.
3.  The treasury report was passed out, and approved.
Ken had received a letter from an inmate in a federal penitentiary in Arkansas who requested more freethought books  This was turned over to Bev.
Confirmation of Sierra 2 rental for the coming year was received.
Mynga will photocopy the list of AOF members.

4.  September general meeting:  The turnout for September’s meeting was embarrassingly low: causes might be conflicting activities (an ACLU meeting was held at the same time in the same building) or lack of publicity.  Brian had volunteered to do AOF publicity, but it was not known whether information had been sent to the News & Review and to the Bee for the religion/ethics listings, or whether notice had been placed on the FAN website.  Deb had obtained permission from Dr. Fazoni for Dave to tape the speech, and he hopes to put it, and others, on Access Sacramento after editing.  Ken suggested that excerpts of presentations could also be posted on You Tube and Hulu.

5.  Reports.  
  a.  AAI conference.  Mynga will be attending, along with Kaye (now living in Idaho); Bev will be going for one day.
  b.  Council for Secular Humanism chair wants freethought groups to work together.  As an affiliate, AOF receives Free Inquiry magazine, access to a listserve to contact persons in all affiliates groups in the USA, subscriptions discounts to the magazine, conference discounts; also, speakers can be coordinated. Dave volunteered to be our liaison to CSH.

6.  Davis Dinner scheduled for Sept. 29th.  Set-up starts at 4 pm.
7.  Highway Cleanup was held Sept. 19th, with six participants.
8.  The Dinner Social has been announced for October 1st.
9.  Upcoming general meeting programs.
    a.  Freethought Day.
        - More advertising/publicity is needed!
        - Richard Langley can do sound but doesn’t want to do it all day.  We will ask him to set it up.
    b.  November:  Carole Harper of the organization El Porvenir has been invited to speak on politics and poverty.  On November 1st there will be an El Porvenir fundraiser dinner at the Commons where Don lives.  
    c.  December:  Debora is thinking of David Cortese, who has written about “secular wholeness.”

10.  Newsletter:  Deb will write up Dr. Fazoni’s talk.  Ken will send Kevin the Freethought Day blurb for the front page. 

11.  Committee/Team Reports.  None.  The Program Committee is down to Deb and Mynga.  

12.  Publicity Responsibilities:  Talk to Brian about the publicity situation.

13.  Webmaster Recruitment: Discussion of whether the renovation should be done in-house or outside.  Ken will talk to Pat and Annette.  Another possibility is to find someone online.  

14.  Human Light/Solstice celebration :  No longer having Nancy and Alice working on it leaves a gap.  Last year there was no planning and the year before the planning was all done by HAGSA, without AOF input.  Several AOFers play musical instruments, so music and singing could be arranged.

15.  Printing replacement:  Grady will be retiring soon and has recommended Tom’s Printing at 18th & E Streets.  

16 & 17:  Elections and Revisiting Term Limits in By-Laws.  Deb proposed having 7 rather than 9 on the Board of Directors, as it’s been a challenge to get 9 members serving.  It was moved, seconded and approved to implement this change for 2010.  There was a discussion of how to rotate Board members, so that each year only two or three spots would need to be filled.  Hardworking, long-serving Board members Mynga and Ken mentioned needing time off.  
Questions arose:  With the new system, how many nominations would be needed?  Could a by-laws change be presented in November?  
The methodology of a rotating system was hard for some to visualize.  Mynga and Deb decided to meet separately to work on this.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately noon.

