AOF Board Meeting, Sunday, May 17, 2009.
Present:  Mynga Futrell, Don Knutson, Ken Nahigian, Tom Nicolette, Jillian Stanley, Debora Smith, Beverly Church, Steve Campbell.

The meeting began at 10:00 a.m.
1-2.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved after the inclusion of the amended statement by Tom regarding his desire to make an inventory of items that are kept in members’ garages, etc.

3.   Ken handed out copies of the April Treasurer’s report and went through it with the board.  It was moved, seconded, and approved.  On the topic of expenses versus revenue, Mynga observed that as one can attend meetings for free and read the newsletter on the website for free, what is the impetus to join AOF? (Secretary’s comment: This dilemma applies to many groups of many types, and if we discover the answer, we can probably sell it and get rich, or at least famous.) 

4.  Tom had already written up a report on the May AOF meeting and turned it in to the newsletter.

5.  Reports from affiliate groups.
    Jason Fry of AHA called AOF to say that he can be contacted with affiliate questions.
    AAI send a fundraising message regarding the upcoming conference.  AOF was one of only two groups that had sent a donation.

6.  Davis dinner:  Tom’s can help but needs a ride due to an unreliable truck.  Mynga can transport but not coordinate.  Ken will send an e-tree request for volunteers.

7.  Highway clean-up is scheduled for June 13th at 8:00 a.m.
8.  No movie night has been scheduled.  Six people attended the last dinner social.

9.  Upcoming meetings:
    Richard Carrier has agreed to speak at the June meeting.  He is a religious historian, author of “Not the Impossible Faith.”
    Discussion of publicity.  Deborah will contact the atheist club at CSUS.  Brian will contact FAN, the meetup group called Sacramento Freethinkers, Atheists and Nonbelievers.
    Deborah asked about having a yearly $500 fund for speakers who request an honorarium. Our set travel amount is only $25.   Mynga suggested looking more intently for local people who would be good speakers.  Steve suggested contacting local bookstores to find out about authors who are coming to make appearances; some of them might be appropriate for AOF and might be willing to speak.  Ken will contact Kim Stanley Robinson, a humanist sci-fi writer in Davis.
 
10.  Newsletter: Debora will write something about Richard Carrier for the next issue.  Bev will make a list of our affiliates.

11.  Committee chairs:    Program Committee meets once a month.
    
12.  Greeting: Tom needs people to be greeters, as he cannot set up and do that at the same time.  We need someone very outgoing, who will not only say hello and welcome, but find out something about the newcomers’ interests.
    
June 20th, Gay Pride Day, at Southside Park could be an outreach event.  Steve reported that one can have a “premium location” for $50.  We might be able to share a table and costs with FAN.  Bev will find out about getting permission to use the photo of AOF members taken in front of the FFRF billboard.  

Tom brought copies of the Teen Survival brochure which we could distribute after affixing AOF stickers, which evidently we would be permitted to do.  

13.  A new publicity director is needed, chiefly to get info out by email.  This takes only an hour or two per month.

Steve mentioned free downloadable software from openoffice.org which could be useful.  

Mynga suggested an Events Editor to keep an up-to-date listing of all our event and get it to the webmaster and newsletter editor.

14.  Ken presented Wachovia proposals for our CD.  Steve said that these proposals are not very appealing, due to stock market losses; we also don’t want to be buying bonds from companies that have received government bailouts.  An online trading account is more accessible.  A motion to buy a 3-month CD was moved, seconded and approved.

15.  Webmaster:  Mynga reported that Robert Paschal will do this, and will be meeting with Kevin.

16.  Ken brought the gift books for speakers, and we are not fully stocked with these.

17.  The Davis student group, AGASA, is trying to arrange for science comedian Brian Mallow to speak at an event; however, he charges $1,000 and they need contributions.  Ken will find out when AGASA is thinking of having this event.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  

