Minutes - AOF Board Meeting, July 14, 2026
Pam, Roger, Ken, Ruth, Fran, Mynga, Rick, and Jerry Bachman attended the meeting. Pam called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Old Business

1. Minutes of the May 2026 meeting – approved.
2. Treasurer’s report – Balance as of June 30, 2026, is $9377.99 – approved.
3. We discussed reviewing and reporting issues with the new website (Ken). 1) AS of this writing, Pam and Roger talked to Bakari about moving his ad “About Us” to the bottom banner. 2) We will think about adding other groups to the site. 3) In April, we voted to remove the Freethought News Feed. It was removed, it left a blank screen. Pam and Roger had Bakari remove it. 4) Does the “Join Us” link work?
New Business

1. Reservations have been made for our September 27 Freethinkers Potluck Picnic in the Park. Ken will reimburse Roger $105.
2. AOF event calendar for the next 8 months:
· August 23 - Liam McDade: The Hubble Constant Controversy.

· September 27 - Freethinkers Potluck Picnic in the Park.

· October 25 - Tim Flood: Sacred Cow & Golden Calf.

· November 22 - OPEN

· December 14 - HumanLight/Solstice Potluck Party.
Ruth will contact Andrew M. Latttimer, Professor of Plant Science, UC Davis, re: “Too Hot to Handle: Causes and Consequences of Wildfires in California.”

We may want to host an “Open mic” meeting. Members may speak for 3-5 minutes on a relevant topic. 

All: (Ruth) Please review the CSUS Renaissance Society Fall Catalog for possible speakers. Please send your recommendations to Ruth. Access the catalog here: 
https://wwwcsus.edu/college/social-sciences-interdisciplinary-studies/renaissance-society/rs-catalog.html 
2027

· January 24 
OPEN

· February 28  
OPEN

· March 28
OPEN
3. (Pam) Sac Pride report.

  
$200.00 
AOF share of booth fee



$  67.10  
110 personalized pens distributed at $0.61 ea.

$  14.16  
118 calendar flyers distributed at $0.12 ea. 

(cost of Ink donated by Pam and Roger).



$  35.00  
Snacks for all volunteers (CFD, CO, RC, FFRF, AOF).



$   8.00 
 Rainbow crepe paper rolls, 6 ea.

TOTAL
$324.26 – EXPENSES
Roger will contact David D. to get photos of our table at Sac Pride.
4. (Pam) Report on Sacramento Secular Community – There was a Zoom meeting post-Pride Fest. Action: Each group will develop a 30 second list of bullet points for all volunteers to share with visitors. Pam will develop our talking points (Thanks Pam!). Groups will share their spiels at a meeting at Reason Center. Volunteers will stand, not sit, at our tables – more inviting to passers-by. 
5. Sac Freethought Day, October 11.  Bronze sponsorship is $400 and includes a half page ad with our logo, three mentions “on stage,” 1 reception ticket, and 1 lunch. Ruth and Ken will take photo of last year’s AOF ad and send to the board for information. 
6. We must establish a procedure for board approval of any changes, additions, deletions to our website. We decided Ken will send any proposed substantial website changes to the board and allow 5 days for members to respond with their input. 
7. Should we “officially” inform Reason Center Board that AOF is no longer partner with them for Film & Discussion Night at RC? Yes. As of this writing, Pam did this.
8. Ways to increase monthly event attendance (Ruth): Reach out to community groups with invitations to attend. Example: Ruth invited members of her Social Consciousness Book Group to attend film screening at Reason Center and seven friends attended the screening. Unfortunately, meeting attendance for the excellent SMUD presentation was very poor.This may be due in part to the fact that AOF did not send out a reminder, and Reason Center did not put it on their calendar. Ken will send out the AOF monthly event reminder on the Monday before the event. Pam will be back up for the reminder email. 
9. How can we increase our emphasis on separation of church and state and Christian Nationalism given the current political climate (Ruth)? Jerry suggested we do more tabling at local community events. 
10. Open Discussion 

Jerry Bachman noted that Folsom celebrates “Constitution Day” on 9/17, which has been co-opted by Christian Nationalists. They call it a non-partisan event, but that may not be accurate. He suggested tabling at Sac City College Fair, Flower Fist (?) Art Market on 10/17 at 1519 E Street, Anarchist Book Fair, and Darwin Day ($100 for a table).

PAM AND ROGER ARE HAVING A BABY! Now that we have your attention, they have decided to step back from AOF involvement in 2027 and Pam will NOT be president. They will still be active otherwise. Pam said she did not expect to be schlepping a big wagon full of stuff for tabling at age 80, and she and Roger want to do other things. 

11. Next Board meeting:  September 8, 2026
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
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