Minutes - AOF Board Meeting, January 13, 2026
Rick Tonsing, Fran, Pam, Roger, Dave, Mynga, Ken, and Ruth attended the meeting.
Old Business
1. Reviewed and approved November 2025 meeting minutes.
2. Treasurer’s report (Ken):  AOF lost money in December, mostly due to costs associated with the HumanLight Party, but membership dues coming in were healthy, and we even got something from United Way.  Bottom line, the General Fund stands at $12010.92, down about $200 from last month. Treasurer’s report approved.
3. (Roger): AOF button design – Pam will send proposed design to Ken for review and mock-up – deferred to next meeting/completion of website redesign
New Business
4. (Pam) Report on HumanLight/Solstice Potluck Party – This party was the best ever and volunteers did a great job. We received a nice letter from Sunday Assembly complimenting AOF’s contributions. 
.  
5. Reimburse Roger for HumanLight/Solstice party expenses: $43.52, three easel stands. $18.42, three foam boards. $8.37, rubber cement. $5.87, one inch brush. $126.07, three posters. $19.45, more rubber cement. $21.46, three inch brush. Total is $243.26. After the meeting, Ken reimbursed Roger for these expenses.
6. AOF event dates for 2026 (mostly the 4th Sunday) 

Jan 25 

CSUS professor Arturo will be speaking on homeless issues
Feb 22

Anne Rewell – Underground Railroad

Mar 22

Michael Hersher - Protest Songs
April 26

Sacramento Earth Day

May 17

(3rd Sunday): Dr. R.Snick

June 28 

Speaker from SMUD
July 26
August  23

Liam McDaid, "The Hubble Constant controversy".
September 27
Freethinkers Potluck Picnic

October 25

November 22

December 13
HumanLight Solstice Party

Speaker suggestions include Sean O’Brien (Portable Poe or Robert Ingersoll shows) and Joey Garcia. After the meeting, Ruth sent the CSUS Renaissance Society at-a-glance course list for us to review for possible speakers. To date, several board members have identified possible speakers to contact.

FYI - AOF Board meeting dates for 2026: March 10, May 12, July 14, September 8, November 10

7. AOF website - Pam, Roger, Ken, Ruth, Fran, and Rick met with Bakari, who shared two proposed home pages with us. Issues:1) select good photos for Bakari, 2) review and comment on Bakari’s placeholder text on proposed home page, 3) use a sans serif font, 4) consider converting newsletter from pdf to blog, 5) consider posting Bakari’s revised draft homepage for 3-6 months to assess response by audience. 6) attract students by posting events such as free pizza at Sac City College, etc. Website alone will not bring in students. Must use all forms of social media. 
We paid Bakari $3,780 in January. He is working on our website now and Pam is coordinating with him. Pam thinks everyone will love the new site, which may be finished this month.
8. Discussion: Meetup.com is charging Pam & Roger $14.99/month to publish our events. Roger pays the fee out of pocket. Roger will find out how many hits we receive on Meetup.com, so we can decide whether to continue.
9. Earth Day sign up now: Pond Protector $250 or Creek Defender $500? 
AOF has done $250 in the past. We agreed to have Pam sign us up at the $250 level. Ken will reimburse her.
10. Storage shelf at Reason Center costs $5.00/month = $60/year. Does AOF want to pay $60 for 2026? AOF owes $20 for 2025. We approved both expenditures. Ken will make the payments plus $30 for tonight’s room rental.
11. Are AOF speaker events “family friendly” and Is HumanLight/Solstice Party “family friendly?” We discussed and decided to strike any “family friendly” language from AOF announcements, as we are not set up to provide childcare, etc.
12. Open discussion - none
13. Next meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2026.
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