Minutes - AOF Board Meeting, May 13, 2025

Pam, Roger, Dave, Mynga, Fran, Ruth, Ken, and Don Knutson attended the meeting. Pam called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
1. The March 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.
2. Treasurer’s report (Ken): As of April 30, 2025, the General Fund balance is $ 11941.97, up from last month. We have one new member.
3. Status:  AOF website upgrades – Our homework is to review the website and critique. Ken will make a list of the technical issues that need to be addressed and send it to Dave. Then Dave Herbert will work with David Diskin on getting a cost estimate from a reputable web designer.
4. (Mynga) Status:  Michael Newdow’s “No More in God We Trust” funds - Newdow asked AOF to hold the funds in order to allow donors to get a tax deduction. When he dies, the funds belong to AOF. We discussed and decided to move most of AOF’s funds to our money market account so they will earn interest. Per our discussion, Ken will transfer funds from our US Bank account to our money market account, holding back $1800 in the US Bank  account  to cover day to day expenses.

5. (Pam) Report: Sac Earth Day - Pam and Roger purchased the spinner wheel and prizes at their own expense (AOF pens, lip balm, and bottle opener key chains). They gave all 150 prizes away at Earth Day. Pam also bought small notebooks and affixed AOF labels to them for prizes at the Big Day of Giving event. Pam declined to be reimbursed for her expenses, but next time AOF will foot the bill. Many thanks to Pam and Roger for their hard work and financial contribution to make the table at Earth Day successful. 
6. (Pam) Report on Sacramento Pride Festival:  June 14 (Noon-9pm)-15 (Noon-6pm). 

a.
 Co-sponsored by AOF, Reason Center, CFD, & Sunday Assembly.

b.
~$725 for a 10’X20’ tented booth (Two 30”X8’ tbls, 4 chairs, 4 vender weekend passes).  AOF has pledged $200 for booth rental. Ken is to pay the $200 when he receives the invoice from David Diskin.
c.
Fran &/or Don will purchase an Early Bird Weekend Pass for $20+$1.76 online at https://wl.seetickets.us/event/SacPride-Festival -2025/639901?afflky=TheSacramentoLGBTCenter

d.
AOF must purchase a 24”X90” table runner. Cost will be ~$100. This was decided by the “Big 4” planning committee.  We will each have a 4’ table space clearly distinguished from our neighbor by the table runner design. We voted to approve Pam’s purchase of the table runner. 
e. Don will pick up the AOF banner and stand this Sunday at the AOF meeting. Don and Fran will read the event guidelines provided by Pam and they will comply with them.
7. (Roger, Pam) Report: Big Day of Giving – We received $917 in donations plus an additional “newbie” prize of $300 for a total of $1217. Today we also received an additional check for $100 by mail. Pam and Roger noted the event was a lot of work, but it was probably worth it. Many thanks to them for their efforts, including Pam’s creation of a beautiful gift basket for the event. 
8. Status (Roger): Review of AOF button design – Roger will send proposed changes to Ken for review and mock-up.
9. Status: Two EXIT signs for RC – Dave referred to the Reason Center board and will check with the board again this week. EXIT signs are the landlord’s legal responsibility. We cannot make our own signs.
10. AOF event dates for 2025 (mostly the 4th Sunday) (*= open)

· May 18 (3rd Sunday): Mynga Futrell: BRAIN STUFF: A Look at Cognitive Acquisition and Maintenance
· Jun 22: Jeff Rodgers (from MOSAC),  title TBA
· Jul 27: Stewart Thompson: Ranked Choice Voting: How It Works

· *Aug 24:

· Sep 28: Annual Potluck Picnic in the Park at Westwood Park, Citrus Heights.

· *Oct 26: Bill Durston, Americans Against Gun Violence, will speak on this issue.
· *Nov 23:

· Dec 14: Human Light/Solstice Party, co-sponsored by AOF, SA, RC, and Freethought Day 
Ruth will contact American River Trees to request a speaker for August or November. 
11.Discuss (Roger): proposal of Michael Freedman to present his program to AOF. (Second inquiry from Mr. Freedman) Pam noted the Mr. Freedman is selling educational products and we are not interested in buying. Roger will let Mr. Freedman know in a tactful way. 
13.Open discussion 
· Mynga: Please leave the blinds partially open in the big room when you leave, as the potted plants need sunlight.

· Ken: Mr. A. Lutes, AOF member, sent us two articles about the anniversary of the Scopes trial. We discussed and agreed that Ken may edit the articles and put them in the July newsletter, but not on the first page. 

· Don: reminder – Highway clean-up is this Saturday.

· We need to order new AOF brochures ASAP, so we will have a supply for the Sacramento Pride event. Ken will send an electronic copy of the brochure to Roger. The brochure must include the QR code. 
14.Next meeting is scheduled for July 8, 2025.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.
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