Minutes - AOF Board Meeting, November 9, 2021 – REVISED 11/11/21
Pam Rivera, Roger Zabkie, Mynga Futrell, Ken Nahigian, Ruth Rezos, Fran Evanisko, Christine Tweet, and Kayleigh Pontif were present in person or by phone. President Pam called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Old Business
1. Review of minutes of the September 2021 meeting – minutes were approved.
2. Ken sent the October 2021 Treasurer’s Report to board members. Treasury balance as of 10/31/21 was $8,078.92. We have 65 members. 
3. Fran’s final draft/report on revisions to AOF bylaws.  Pam will incorporate the proposed changes into the current bylaws in red type so they can be compared with the current bylaws. Fran, Ken, and Mynga will meet at Mynga’s office at 3001 J Street, Suite 2, on 12/9 at 2 pm to review proposed changes to the bylaws.
4. November in-person membership meeting – Sunday 11/28, 2 pm, at Sam’s Hof Brau on Watt Avenue. Mynga will make a presentation on “The Establishment Clause – What the Public Needs to Know.” Ken will bring name tags, the large AOF sign, and the newsletter sign-up binder.  Kayleigh will bring a lectern.
5. Non-religious “feed the hungry” venues in Sacramento – Pam reported that Jetta obtained information about Sacramento Food Bank and Family Services. This info was included in the October AOF newsletter.
6. Miscellaneous follow-ups

· Ken sent a list of lapsed AOF members to Mynga at mkfutrell@gmail.com , so she could call those she knows to encourage them to rejoin. She called the two people she knows, and Steve Campbell came to the picnic in September. 
· Roger will contact Rachel about becoming an event organizer on Meetup/SacFan.

· Kayleigh created a Facebook page for AOF (we already had a Facebook group). Kayleigh will send out a weekly post to keep the page fresh. She has posted our 11/28 member meeting on the page. Thanks, Kayleigh! Here is the link to the Facebook page: 
Atheists and Other Freethinkers - AOF | Facebook
· Ken will contact Tom Ikelman to see if he has a recent HAGSA membership list, so we can notify HAGSA members of our upcoming events.

New Business

1. Discussion: Investing in Fidelity Multi-Asset Income Fund - Ken provided information on the fund and its performance. The fund is relatively conservative and has yielded good returns over at least the past three years. The board voted to put $2000 in the fund and watch its performance for a year before investing any additional funds. Ken will contact Fidelity Investments to open the account. 
2. Promotional photos – Pam suggested we send a photo of each of our events to all members with a caption, “If you weren’t there, we missed you!” Ken agreed to send an email message with the captioned photo to everyone on the AOF newsletter email list. The first message will include a group photo taken at our 11/28 meeting.
3. Discussion: Pam suggested a format change to AOF's advertising in our newsletter etc., to list the time, place, and meeting format at the top of any write-up on an upcoming event, so readers will find the info easily and quickly. Ken said the newsletter layout is “hardcoded” which makes it a bit inflexible, but he can still put this information at the top of the write-up. Fran and Ken will work up a sample for future newsletter entries.
4. Discussion: What presentation equipment does AOF need going forward into in-person venue mode? ( Mynga)  - We concluded no special equipment is needed for the 11/28 meeting.
5. Discussion: Will we do a December AOF in-person meeting or should we take a hiatus until Jan 30, 2022? Or can we join another organization's holiday festivity? FYI Winter Solstice is Tuesday, Dec 21; last Sunday of the month is Dec 26, the day after Xmas. Reason Center has no holiday event planned. The T Street cohousing common house is not available to non-residents at that time. Roger will get info on renting the Warehouse Loft at 1108 R Street for an AOF holiday event and get back to us by 11/23.
6. Upcoming election of AOF board members – Ken will send out a request for board nominations to all members. Christine agreed to set up a “doodle” ballot for members to vote via email. The ballot includes the candidates’ names and links to info about them. 
7. SSA Social Media Push – We discussed the SSA online presentation entitled “A Progressive Vision for Religious Liberty” as it relates to the establishment clause in the first amendment to the U.S. Constitution, one of the topics we proposed for the SSA Social Media push. We would like a local SSA chapter to focus on what the public needs to know about the establishment clause. (The other proposed topic is “No Planet B” - addressing climate change and the negative impact of climate science denial.) Liz Reiner Platt was the presenter and referenced the document “All Faiths and None.” Mynga will provide members with a more detailed handout on the issue when she speaks at our general meeting on 11/28. Rather than use the term “religious liberty,” she will use “liberty of conscience,” as this broadens the concept beyond religion. Thank you, Mynga!

Open discussion
1. Don Knutson will submit an application for AOF to receive the newly implemented program for $250 subsidy for our highway clean-up events. We can apply for 12 payments each year, which means it would be great if we could do it every month. 
2. Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 11, 2022.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
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