MINUTES of A.O.F. BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
               May 18, 2008 at home of N.G.

Present; Paul Storey, Pres; Mynga Futrell, V.P.;  Ken Nahigian, Treas;   Nancy Gilbert, Sec’y; 

Deborah Smith; Kay Dickey; Don Knutson; Kevin Schultz

Non board member: Dave Flanders

Absent:   Alice Corley

 

OLD BUSINESS-     Prior Minutes approved w wording corrections.  

  --TREASURER’S REPORT- . End balance = $7480.5, with $ 6967.45 available    . 

 -- PRIOR GENERAL MEETING REVIEW:   

     Saturday, May10th- Party at Debora’s in El Dorado Hills. Small turnout attributed to distance, phone problems, and date. Those that attended definitely enjoyed the party and the lovely host and home. DS did not request any budget refund. Thanks to DS.

      May 11th General Meeting—Videos were shown of selected prior speakers, thanks to Dave F and PS. There was some open mike, general question/comment time. Varying opinions were expressed about the control and structure of the meeting and whether it followed the plan expressed in prior Board Meeting. General consensus was that we still needed to have a Member dedicated meeting and that it would be next month. It was felt and agreed that the meeting could /should be a “working”, member- focused meeting.

Paul suggested that he could transfer meeting ‘MC’ to someone else, not yet defined.  

 
UPCOMING   MEETINGS:  
-- June 8th  General – to be Member dedicated, see above.. Long discussion. 

It was generally felt that we needed to plan the structure carefully . The goal and mode were discussed.

   Details will be discussed and worked out prior to June 8th

(For continuity, from last minutes: “Goal: encouraging members to share their ideas about AOF, its functioning, organization, and future goals suggestions. To this end, we will request chairs be arranged circularly. Outline of format should be announced at onset and members comments time-limited strictly,  going around the circle initially  for comments or stories, reminiscences on the past, and then, subsequently, eliciting opinions on members wishes, future goals, organization, suggestions. 
Whenever possible, Members will be encouraged to step forward to form or ‘be’ a committee or volunteer help in the various areas that interest them and for help generally. No Timekeeper or details of timing were decided on.). 
 

 --June 22nd Sunday, HAGSA Solstice Annual Potluck Celebration 3pm. 

 

--Hosting of Sacramento stay of Dr Vijayam, Exec Director of The Atheist Centre, Andhra Pradesh, India. Summaries of Dr V’s bio and write up on the A.C. were provided. NG and MF will co-coordinate this visit.

  He will arrive late pm 18th, MF meeting him at AP. He will stay at home of NG. He will be invited as informal guest to the HAGSA Solstice Potluck. He will leave Monday AM 23rd.

 Rest of his schedule and venues are not yet cemented. We expect one larger venue and multiple smaller meeting opportunities. 

PS will arrange a venue at CSUS, probably Thursday noon, approx. 

Suggestion to explore Insight Interview with Jeffrey Kalison (sp) 90.9 radio. MF is exploring local TV possibility.

 Deciding on venue is premature at this time. MF and NG will hope to finalize his schedule and venues within a couple days. Notice will follow. Volunteers requested: To Help with set ups and/or cleanups, KN, KS, DS volunteered. Potential meal meeting: PS and KN.  Don could help if a Bicycle tour was to be. (Reminder: Per last mo. minutes-,   Mynga has already promised $ 250 toward airfare, and arrangement... Several of us agreed to donate $50 or 100, to cover MF's up front payment, PS, KN, NG, MF, and AC.)
 
July 13, The comedy of Keith Jenson
November- Yearly Auction was voted to be moved to November
 

OTHER Agenda Items 
 -- AOF dues/subscription structure and Membership Issues. Discussion was closed.
 (Reminder from prior BOD meeting   “Ken’s proposal: Newsletter: $20 per year for a postal (hardcopy) subscription; Free for an e-subscription.
Membership (does not include newsletter subscription):
 $5 Low-income,   $10 individual, $20 family, $40 Patron
Motion made and passed:  There will be no changes in dues structure enacted until Jan 1 ‘09, but it will be announced when decided.”)              
--BUTTONS have been made by Bev Church, # 20, at no cost. Much thanks to BC. NG volunteers to p/u. DK will receive several to dispense to volunteers as they work at Davis Meals, or other events. 

--AOF policy toward religion, including acceptable topics addressed by speakers, and clarification of By-Laws on this subject. Paul presented his idea of  having  perhaps 3-4 meetings a year that would have open forum including challenging  of religious ideas and opposing responses to biblical ideas, these would be “Spicy” meetings, allowing the usually unaccepted blaspheming, or ridiculing of  these religious tenets. 

 He prepared a list of frequent challenges to biblical statements with columns for us to category as ‘Evangelizing’ vs. “disdaining”. A lively discussion ensued, with dominant opinion rejecting doing such at general meetings (an unofficial vote of most unanimity). However, multiple individuals supporting some of such confronts in another context. Nothing was decided however, as to how or what could be done, where, or whether this would indeed appeal to the young potential members, Paul was hoping for.

Bylaws were not then available.

--Re-evaluate Committee structure. MF wished to continue her presentation and the discussion of    committee structure, though there was inadequate time to get into in-depth or complete. She requested it be of higher priority on next agenda, and requested at least 30 minutes then. MF had the second handout on this subject presenting one possibility, as an example to consider. It shows only four committees:

   Committees unnamed to address #1. Connections and Community,   2. Education, outreach and service

3. Communications and publicity,    4. Policy, strategy, long term planning. 

 There was inadequate time for discussion. To be continued.

         (For continuity from last meeting: “All prior committees are not currently functioning. There is an absence of member input, member involvement, with result that the board is doing all, limiting what Board can do, what the organization can do, and limiting the commitment and involvement of members. We need to have further effort and decisions on this topic. 
 Example given of MN Atheists, which is admittedly a much larger organization. It has multiple functioning committees, in three categories
 1. Community- committees =    Membership, Program and Building
2. Outreach- committees = Political Policy, First Amendment Watchdog, Public Speaking, Public Service, Charity
3. Media; Web Pod Cast, Radio, TV, Editorial Board, Newsletter Production. “
  At a Prior Board Meeting: DS expressed interest in joining the Archive committee. PS  expressed interest in joining the Program committee. Alice/Kay will make up a Caring Committee)
 
OTHER: --NEWSLETTER:  Reminder: Deadline for Board mid week after Brd meeting. And, KS needs as much done by others- like article submission- as possible, especially while he goes thru Final exam time.

--OUTREACH:   Next Hiway cleanup is May 24 

--Next BOD Meeting- at Deborah’s House in El Dorado Hills                   

--Not Discussed:    Guidelines for the AOF BOD list, Attendance of philosophy club at CSUS by Paul,   Use of AOF e-tree,   Retreat. 

