Addendum- April meeting, meeting w SN&R representatives.
AOF BOARD MEETING 

Sunday, February 17, 2008, 9:30a.m.at the home of Nancy Gilbert

  Present: Mynga Futrell, VP; Don Knutson; Kay Dickey; Ken Nahigian, Treas; Kevin Schultz, Newsletter; Nancy Gilbert, Sec’y; Alice Corley. Meeting chaired by MF,  
Absent:  Paul Storey, Pres; Deborah Smith;   
Preliminary Reports:
 
--Secretary’s minutes for January, were reviewed and with minor correction of “February Meeting’ on page 2, to “March.”, approved.
 
--Treasury report –KN provided January Treasury report; combined ending balance of $7400
 
--Liaisons

a. AAI – Mynga/Kay: we are a member society, and MF encourages individual memberships  $36. They publish ‘Secular nation’ Magazine, which is good, though published irregularly. They have a yearly convention with good, well-known speakers. Probably will be September , at the Queen Mary


b. American Atheists – Kevin. We have loose  association with them.
c. HAGSA/AHA – Bev Church was on their Board. We now need a replacement liaison.*
d. Council for Secular Humanism- Hank Kocal is our representative.
Status of AOF activities (Don)

e. Highway cleanup – Next: Sun., Mar. 23. Have not been out since October...
f. Davis Dinner – This activity has been approved for the coming year. Don needs a coordinator (captain) for April 29*. This will be announced in NL. Usually he wants a crew of 5+. The team sets up tables, utensils, and cleans up. He says serving is esp. fun.  
Newsletter:
a. KS-Kevin wishes there were more submissions. KD will look for a CD that she knows of with Free Thought cartoons. NG loaned  a book of atheist Poetry, “Above us Only Sky” for Kevin’s selections- pending copyright clarification..

 b. Publication and submission dates discussed. It was decided to allow submissions from the Board for 3-day grace period, until Wednesday P< after the Third Sunday. This will allow submissions resulting from the Board meeting, otherwise all submissions deadline still Midnight Third Sunday. ** 
Review of Meetings:

--Darwin Day seemed a success. Speaker was great. Total number however was less than last year, as 150, versus over 200.

We have never paid a speaker. The hope was to build a large enough group to support paid speakers. Hagsa originally seeded it with $500. We donate a Book and Hagsa  donates a cup!.

Next year Michael Shermer of “Skeptic” Magazine and S.A, will be the speaker and will be paid $2000 ( reduced from his usual fee of $5000)
MF requested we seed an Honorarium for paid speaker to its DD account (a bookkeeping account) for next year. $500 was agreed upon. This was unanimously approved. **
--NG is to ask Anna Andrews if she has any pictures, we might use in Newsletter. ( No is answer).

Upcoming programs: 
a. Should we have a Program Committee? Discussed
b. -Reminder: Contact person responsibility to make sure all is set and speaker reminded, etc. 
c. March= “Leaving Religion” panel (Paul is speaker contact); April —,   May —
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Old Business   
( (done?) “Thank you” & gift to Steve for January?
( Ken: membership cards- status= done and look great.

( A new board members book? DS had made a preliminary outline; we need to flesh this out, no immediate plans were made. 
( Meeting room alternatives- AC: (Ken’s list from the past?). List from few yrs ago, by jerry Sloan; she has done preliminary screening. What are  meeting room qualifications desired? Maybe twice our current # of visitors,  some storage space desirable, central. It was thought that  Maximum Show count in past was 55, so  we should aim for  100 capacity.

( Meetings- nametags, should be available *.
(  Buttons to wear when interfacing at public-NG. Status= pending, to be from Bev Church. Design presented and approved. Simple black on white spelled out AOF to be sent to Bev. *

( Website etc. questions (Richard Langley?)- KD notes a problematic link  has been fixed.
--Member reminder letters printed out by Tom Nicoletti; a new version needed, someone needed to revise, first and second reminders. Mynga will look for what she has* 
-- Pamphlets have been made; sample was provided by KN and  was felt to be very good
New Business


Reason House? - back about 2000 HAGSA and AOF worked for about 1.5 years on plans and specifics. While  house property purchase would be a major expensive undertaking, if it were to be done, perhaps now the lower RE market would be more favorable.  In the past, Paul Geisert gave survey and collected information to Bev Church. Perhaps Don   will talk with HAGSA and assess interest? Possible meeting of those interested in the future, after NL entries to recruit the interested.*
Communications logistics (Discussion: Mynga)—-Ed Mc Connell has folder of prior minutes. Perhaps they can be scanned. How to keep track of actions planned, commitments. 

Miscellaneous 
--various ideas of how to invigorate our org, its offerings, and education for the public were very briefly noted. MF brought list of ideas/offerings from HGP (humanists of greater Portland), and the “Tree of Knowledge project of FSGP (Society of Greater Philadelphia), for future consideration. 

--It was agreed to endorse the Flying Spaghetti Monster Party- - the fun spoof held the last 2-3 years, on Easter,   by HAGSA, attn. Brian Jones *  
-- It was agreed unanimously to transfer $1000 to a MM fund.*
-- Forming  a Program Committee. A call to members will be put in Newsletter, aiming for meeting one week after March General Meeting. NG volunteers to supply pizza for such. DK will put in notice to NL to recruit interested members.*
Pending or to be further explored: 
 .. charges for the NL ( KN reports it costs 19-20$ to land-mail the NL,  , revision of dues.
 .. Sympathy cards? A Caring committee? Kay and Alice are interested in attempting this.
Next Board Meeting: March 16 at home of Kevin Schultz, 9:30 AM
   

Adjournment      

 Actions and motions passed:   See Asterisks.    
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