AOF Board Meeting Minutes

September 18, 2005

Home of Ken Nahigian

Directors present: Don Knutson (president), Mynga Futrell (vice-president), Ken Nahigian (treasurer), Kevin Schultz (secretary), Carla Corbett, David Flanders, Vincent Wales, Phil LaZier.  Directors absent: Beverly Church.

Secretary minutes approved by consensus.

Treasury report approved by consensus.

Reflections on September meeting: well-received, “taboo” topic attracted new visitors (one from Outward magazine).

Reports: AAI has scheduled next convention for Tampa, FL, and has released a press release on Newdow decision.  AA – host of Good Morning America will reverse his statement about, “no atheists in foxholes or in hurricanes.”

Davis Dinner:  Carla reported it went well.  Carla will send write-up to Mynga and get photos from Jerry Bachman.  A bit of history from Mynga: AOF did work through the city for three years, which held weekly Friday night church group meals.  This included everything: shopping for food, setup, serving, clean-up.  The lady who ran the operation took off, then returned only to decide to do the meals two nights at end of each month, because that’s when people don't have money and thus could use a meal.  The group no longer needed AOF.  Ken remarked that AOF was invited to an awards dinner by the group, and was stuck at a table with Scientologists.  ;)  Carla volunteered to research alternate Sacramento area community meals groups after Freethought Day.  Mynga suggested may be possible to plug-in to special events rather than on-going activities.  Vince suggested doing our own event with HAGSA or other groups.  Don submitted that hiring professional chefs is very daunting, as demonstrated by Davis/Sacramento price differences.

Highway Clean-Up: 10th anniversary on Sunday, October 16th (23rd if rain).  Mynga proposes spend AOF $35 on highway clean-up celebration.  Vince seconded.  Approved by consensus.  Carla will purchase food and contact Tom Nicolette (ice chest & drinks), and write-up an announcement for newsletter.  Ceremony at 08:00.  

Movie Night:  Kevin reported it went well, 13 people attended.  Ken will write-up movie review on “Outfoxed” for the newsletter.  Next month HAGSA will host.  Ken will also call Bill Potts to find out next meeting date & time for newsletter.

Newsletter:  Mynga handed out sheet of paper to help coordinate production of the October newsletter.  Kevin will write-up short blurb on results of feedback.  Dave will write meeting recap.  Mynga will publish links to larger organizations about Katrina relief.  Jerry will insert flyer advertising Freethought Day and Katrina relief.  Carla will write Freethought Day reception announcement for newsletter.

Caring committee:  Don Shirley no longer can attend due to lack of mobility.

Freethought Day: Joel Pelletier will sing at event and will attend reception.  Mel Lipman will MC.  Dave reported Richard Langley would like to film the event.  Mynga will follow-up with committee on that request.  Carla volunteered to post a sign at Sierra 2 on October 9 announcing general meeting location at Waterfront Park.

Upcoming meetings:  November program hosts historian on Crusades/Islam, Kay Dickey is the contact.  December program hosts panel discussion on winter solstice, and HumanLight.  Carla volunteered to contact Mike Newdow and ask if he will speak in January.

New business:

Co-sponsorship of AU-Sacramento February event: Alan Brownstein speaking.  Tabled until more details become available.

Broadcasting meetings via conference call:  Kevin provided overview to the board about this. Will test it out at Freethought Day with Mather White.

AOF opinion on recent Newdow decision on rthoughtsrfree: Kevin will follow-up with Pat, and post opinions of AAI, AA, and so forth.

Meeting place feedback: “place first, time later.”  Dropping sheriff station from consideration due to location and feedback preference for Sierra2 or T Street theater.

Bylaws Revisions: Carla moved to include Mynga’s proposed statement of non-discrimination in the proposed bylaws changes.  Ken seconded.  Approved by acclamation.  Dave abstained.

Carla moved to approve the bylaws changes as recommended by the review committee, with the addition of the non-discrimination clause.  Seconded by Vince.  Approved by acclamation.  Dave abstained.

Kevin will post the bylaws, the proposed changes, and the annotated guide on the web site.  Members may contact the AOF board via voice, written, and e-mail to obtain a copy of the changes.  Kevin will write draft blurb for newsletter.

Storage Cabinet:  Ken suggested cleaning cabinet of junk following November meeting.

Next meeting: Sunday, October 23, 2005, at the home of Carla Corbett, 8264 Lime Cove Ct. 95828, x698-1090, unless raining on 16th, then board meeting on that day.

