AOF Board Meeting Minutes

July 24, 2005

Home of Carla Corbett

Directors present: Don Knutson (president), Mynga Futrell (vice-president), Ken Nahigian (treasurer), Kevin Schultz (secretary), Carla Corbett, David Flanders, Beverly Church, Vincent Wales, Phil LaZier.  Guests present: Betty Simonsma, Jerry Sloan.

Announcements: Betty announced names of expired members, distributed information on the column-names for the membership database, and also the duties which she performs each month.
Board minutes for June approved by consensus with corrections.
Treasury report for June approved by consensus.

AOF July meeting with presentation by NOW went well, although there seemed to be a mismatch between what Kay Dickey (NOW liaison) expected and what panelists presented (seemed to turn into a talk about NOW as opposed to a talk about religion and women).
Mynga reports AAI discussing the definition of “atheism.”  AAI is discussing holding a follow-up conference (tentatively scheduled for Los Angeles 2006) to the AHA coalition building conference held in early 2005.
Bev demonstrated the AHA full-page advertisement in the magazine, “The Progressive.” 

Carla will coordinate the Tuesday, September 13 Davis Community Meals event.
Don reports the next Cal-Trans Highway Clean-Up event is to be held on Sunday, August 7, at 08:00.  
Mynga will contact a Sacramento Bee reporter to discover which Highway Clean-Up date will work best for them (we hope sometime in September/October).
Bev will determine the date of the September movie night.
August Summer Sizzler will be run by Don as Mynga will be out-of-town.  People sign up for two or five minute talks.  Bev volunteered to be timer.  If they stick to topic, they get all of their tickets (located in the cabinet).  If they go over they lose tickets.  Don will coordinate with Ken to run the meeting.  Jerry will coordinate the food selections.
Bev reported on Freethought Day (FTD): several entertainers signed up.  Main speaker is unavailable.  Joel Pelletier will display a copy of his painting at the event.  Next FTD meeting on Saturday, July 30, 10:30.  Vince offered to donate books he has written as premiums for FTD donations (quantity of donations required by Vince to be determined by number of premium donations received).
Upcoming meetings: September – Sac Library on banned books; November on historicity of the Crusades; December on the variety of solstice traditions.

Mynga distributed non-discrimination draft policy to people.  Non-discrimination policy discussion tabled until August.
Discussed changing bylaws committee recommendations so only board members may become officers.  Phil shared his suggestions regarding the bylaws.  Don remarked that time expired and issue was tabled until August.

Jerry presented report on community meeting room at Florin Sheriff Station Department.  Audio and visual equipment available; parking; bus lines; near 65th and Florin; room has to be set up as we found it; $300K insurance liability, but likely we can waive it; room seats about 100.  Sunday’s at noon open.  The Sheriff’s Department will only kick us out if an emergency situation requires the use of the room as a communication center.  Times seem open on either Saturday or Sunday.  Can have food, and can be expanded.  No kitchenette.  No storage facility.  High ceiling.  Board members invited to visit and review room.
Discussion about loaning sound system for Caesar’s Messiah speaker Joseph Atwill.  Motion made by Carla seconded by Phil to approve the use of the sound system for this event.
Ken reported that Bay Area Community of Reason (BACOR) has disbanded and contributed $70 to AOF.  Presented donated book by author, ISBN 0-9745583-0-3.  Kevin will send the database to Bev.
Kevin brought up an e-mail that IHS send out requesting monies for support of their web hosting operations.  Tabled until August.
Next meeting Sunday, August 24, 2005, at the home of Don Knutson, 2004 T Street.

