Atheists and Other Freethinkers

Board of Directors Meeting

October 28, 2001, the Hospitable Home of Jody Craig

Directors Present: Kay Dickey (presiding), Jody Craig, Mynga Futrell, Don Knutson, Ken Nahigian, and Kevin Schultz, Betty Simonsma, Dave Flanders. General Members Present: None.  

1.   Secretary Report – Kevin presented the August 2001 board minutes, which were approved.

1.   Treasury Report  -- Ken presented the August and September 2001 treasury reports, which were approved.  

Committee Reports

1.   9-11 fund was success.  Raised $1095 dollars. $95 to go towards Aid For Afghan Children.  Letters to Mayor Fargo to be delivered

1.   Davis Community Meal Project – Don announced schedule for 2002.  Jan. 15 – Cleanup; Apr. 16 – Whole thing; July 16 – Setup/Serve; Oct. 15 – Whole thing.  Will announce entire schedule following new year.  Jan. 15 announcement to go out immediately.

1.   Freethought Directories – Arrived.  None sold at October meeting.  Buy a new one and donate the old one to the local library! ;-)

1.   AAI – Mynga reported upcoming convention will be held in Europe.  Cost – approximately $2500 for two weeks in Germany and France.  We will have an AAI representative at a U.N. convention in Spain.

1.   Darwin Day 2002 – Mynga reported committee has secured Clunie Center, at McKinley Park, 601 Alhambra Road, on Sunday, February 10, 2002.  Secured speaker Charlie Obonowicz (sp?).

1.   Outreach – 20 signups from the Sac State outreach program.  Mynga wrote up an outreach report and emailed them to thank them for stopping by our booth.  Will contact them for Winter Solstice Party as well as Darwin Day event.

1.   Winter Solstice – Planned for the Common House at T and 5th Street.  Don will look into securing the room.  Jody will make list of foods for people to bring to be passed around at next meeting.  Will hold second annual "Reason For the Season" children's book drive so we can fill the remaining book needs of the local libraries.  Mynga to head this project.

1.   Speakers – Library admin retiring.  Will investigate whether this person can speak on intellectual freedom.  Dana (?), a transsexual fired from Sacramento Central School District (now living in SF) will be contacted by Don to see if she can speak after the new year on her story, perhaps January.  Ken to do gift basket.  "Biblical Sloppy Editing" (Betty) and "History of 'Patriotic' Messages" (Mynga) suggested as possible speaking topics for future meetings.  Also suggested short 5-10 minute presentations before speaker each month on selected Freethinker (e.g., Thomas Paine, Ethan Allen).  Also discussed having "Freethought Summer Short's" brief 3-,5-,10- minute competitions on best freethought essays.

1.   Mailing List – cleaned up several unnecessary newsletter freebie accounts.  Agreed to send AOF newsletter free to SacBee Religion/Ethics section.

1.   Advertising – Mynga to continue to run No Brainers.

1.   Jody will include blurb about SF memorial service in this month's newsletter.

1.   Highway Clean Up – Had 5 people show up for cursory October cleanup (some possible conflict with Hank & Cleo's discussion group).  Next event will be in December.  Agreed to go to breakfast before highway cleanup to include discussion as part of the event.

1.   Reason House – Motions of Reason House Committee passed.  Motions were:

1. Moved that the RH Committee be directed to find, engage, and provide guidance to a Realtor to do a search for suitable properties (Yea: 7, Nay: 1) (There were some doubts over people power to run Reason House)

2. Moved that RCH be directed to set up its own account to collect current and future donations earmarked for Reason House. (Yea: 8, Nay: 0)

3. Moved that if the Reason House project terminates at any phase donations in its possession will be given back to those members of AOF and HAGSA who donated the monies. (Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Abstain: 1) (One board member suggested we should ask members first before returning the monies).

New Business

1.   Cleo's Letter – Decided to wait until after the New Year in order to respond. 

1.   Paul Storey and  Bill King Debate – All agreed that Paul Storey's material was excellent, if somewhat in need of editing for brevity and off-topic.  Agreed to ask him to present his material as speaker before AOF after new year (March?).  Agreed to endorse Paul as a speaker on this material.

1.   Members E-Mail Address "Tree" – Kevin will head formation of e-mail announcement "list." Will  announce life events of members and timely notices and events.  Membership and renewal forms will be modified to include spot for email address.  Will only be one-way communication for now.

1.   Meeting/Speech Conduct –  Mynga presented new proposals to create a series of articles in the AOF newsletter outlining the history and vision of AOF, as well as educating the community on the definition of atheism, clarification of present goals, clarify how AOF meetings impact the community pro and con, and subtly encourage members to hop on board the vision.  AOF board will help review Mynga's writings.  

1.   Next board meeting – Tentatively scheduled for November 25, 2001, 9:30a.m. Common House at T and 5th Street.

