AOF
Minutes of the General Meeting

March 10, 1996

INTRODUCTION - Betty Simonsma welcomed attendees. She announced that the Saturday News and Review is doing an article called "Got God?" and the questionnaires are due on 3/15/96.

Betty mentioned the books which are for sale on the book table. She also announced that there are notebooks with newsletters from other organizations which can be checked out.

Hank Kocol will be speaking at the Atheist Alliance Conference in Minnesota which will be held 4/5 through 4/7. Betty sent some slides to Margaret Downey to share at the convention our hikes, charity dinners, and highway cleanup.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP - Hank announced that the highway cleanup of 3/3 was called off. It will be held on 3/31/96 at 10:00. He'll call to remind interested persons.

CHARITY DINNER - Karen Abbe is in charge of securing the facility for the dinners. The location has moved to Robertson Community Center. Maps were handed out with directions.

Kay Stinson will chair the event on 3/22/96, at 5:00. Arrive at 4:45 if bringing food. She'll pass around signup sheets, and has batches of spaghetti for those who want to cook.

FREETHOUGHT FORUM - Peggy Lucas- last Sunday the event was held at her house, the topic was Politics and Religion. The next will be held in May. She announced a group starting up to produce a Sacramento Cable Company television show. She has handouts for interested people. A meeting will be held on 4/20 or 4/21 for
those interested.

SPEAKER - AOF Vice President and member, Cleo Kocol, spoke about a historical event in which she was a founder and participant. This involved a year of picketing the Mormon Temple in Bellevue, Washington, and culminated in a sit-in when the President of the church arrived at the temple. These actions took place in response to the laundering of money by the church, and the church's use of the money to defeat candidates and the ERA. These actions violated the church's tax exempt status. Cleo would not recommend these activities today, as they are tactics used by the religious right.

